7th October 2020

Primary Assistant Principal’s Communication
Dear Parents and Carers
As Salaamu Alaikum Wr.,Wb.,
Welcome back to Term 4. This is the final term of the 2020 school year and is always an
extremely busy time for both students and teachers.
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Under 11 Futsal Girls team won in South East Queensland
Schools Competitions
On Friday 21.8.20, our Under 11 Girls Futsal Team won the 2020 South East
Queensland School Competition. Congratulations to our students and their coaches for
the achievement. This is obviously a massive achievement for the College and recognition
of the hard work put in by students, teachers and parents. Special thanks to Mr Craig
Burchell for leading the team.

Prep Readiness Assessment for 2021 enrolment
The next Prep Readiness Assessment will be held from 2 November to 4 November 2020.
nd
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Parents are to book in for the Prep Readiness Assessment. An orientation letter will be provided to the parents
after the Prep Readiness Assessment if they succeed.
The purpose of our Prep Readiness Assessment is to give parents and teachers advice on whether a child is ready
to start Prep and to assist in making informed decisions about how to proceed. We look at the following aspects
in our Readiness Assessment and on the Prep Orientation Day:
Physical readiness:
A child needs to be somewhat self-sufficient. We look at whether a child can go to the toilet alone and do things
like put a book in their bag and feed themselves.
Emotional readiness:
A child needs to be able to cope with separation and be able to relate to other children.
Social readiness:
A child needs to be able to socialise and play with their classmates. We look at whether a child can take turns,
share, compromise and work with others as part of a group.
Academic readiness: Although children do not need to be able to read and write in order to start Prep, We
look at whether a child has early skills in alphabetics and a general number sense. We also look at whether a

child can do things like hold a pencil and use scissors.
Concentration: A child needs to be able to focus on activities for extended period of time. We look at whether a child can sustain concentration on table activities and at mat time.
Language skills: A child needs to understand and be able to communicate with teachers and peers as well as
follow instructions and directions. We look at whether a child is able to follow three step instructions (e.g. ‘go
to the toilet, wash your hands and get your lunch’).

Prep Orientation Day
The Prep Orientation Day will be held on Tuesday, 24th November. There will be 2 sessions. One group will
attend from 8:30 am –to 10:00 am and the other group will attend from 11 am to 12:30 pm.
The purpose of the Orientation Day is to introduce students to their new school and to allow the teachers at the
school to meet their new students. Many new students will value this opportunity to become familiar with the
College environment and to meet other students who will be in class with them. It is our hope that at the beginning of next year all students will return feeling enthusiastic about the year ahead.

Please be aware your child’s orientation day is COMPULSORY. If your child does not attend, an interview will be organised to finalise their enrolment.

Green House Project News
Ms Aida from the Welfare/Wellbeing Dept is the central
person behind the “ICB Greenhouse Project” which is between the E and H block.
She has worked tirelessly to focus on giving kids a sense of
well-being and acceptance. “It’s been truly special to witness
the care and love students have towards seedlings and gardening, in general” she said.
There are 2 other people who have been working very hard
in this project and they are:-Ms Rebecca, who is a volunteer at the ICB Greenhouse Project. She will be at ICB on Tuesdays and Thursdays from
9:30am to 1:00pm.
-Ms Sara, is an expert in permaculture and she has been planning and designing the bulk of the garden space. Permaculture takes into account, Earth Care, People Care and Fair
Share.
It is early days now and our efforts have so far been to involve students who would at times benefit more in an outdoor environment, than to be in the classroom.
As the Greenhouse develop we’d obviously like more and
more students to be involved and enjoy it. The gardens will become spaces where students will learn about sustainable food production, permaculture and develop an appreciation for nature, as well as instilling values of
caring for themselves and the community.
Many thanks to everyone who have worked hard in getting this project going and the future looks green!
Alhamdulillah.
Malka Dean
P-12 Assistant Principal
(Operational & Welfare)

ALL ABOUT SCIENCE AND MATHS

In Term 3, Primary students engaged in fun and motivating Science and Maths activities as Part of the ‘Science
Week and Numeracy Week Celebrations’. Fun with Maths had a hands on approach where the students worked
on creative ways to solve problems and find solutions. The students as young as Prep learned to think mathematically and have a go at problems with real life context. It encouraged students to develop co-operative team
work. For the fifth Year in a row, Islamic College celebrated Science Day, at our campus. Despite COVID restrictions, teachers and students once again created, analysed and reflected on science. The activities ranged

from thinking scientifically to making simple deductions. It was great fun to watch the young scientists collaborating in their classrooms.
Iram Khan
Head of Teaching & Learning

Class Placement
ICB has a process in place for allocating students into classes each year. The procedure ensures that the professional judgement of both the teaching staff and Year Level Co-ordinator is informed and that all available information is applied to the placement process.
A great deal of thought, planning and time goes into placing children into classes each year. Every effort is made
to place each child in a learning environment that is happy, productive and successful.
Students will be allocated to classes by using the following criteria to ensure that the classes that are formed are
in the best
interests of ALL the students. These criteria are not in order of importance.
•

Peer-support – students who need support from another close friend.

•

Friendship – students who are too friendly with another student needs to be separated so that both students
can concentrate in their studies.

•

Behaviour Needs – students with behaviour issues are separated so that their learning and the learning of
other students are not affected.

•

Language – students who need to be together to provide language support for each other.

•

Special Needs – these may be social, intellectual, emotional or physical.

•

Cultural Balance – each class is formed to have a range of nationalities and cultures.

•

Personalities – in some special cases the personalities of both teachers and students are considered before a
decision is made regarding the placement of a student.

•

Gender Balance – we also like to keep a balance of boys and girls in each class.

Based on the above criteria, all classes will be formed that will be academically and socially balanced.
It would be greatly appreciated if parents do not make requests for placement with a specific teacher or class.
The college looks into parents request to change class when there is a genuine concerns/issues. Parents and carers may provide the Principal with specific information about their child’s learning needs that they believe the
school may not be aware of. Such information would not include a request for a particular teacher. The information should be provided in writing (letter or email) to the Principal. This information will be referenced,
along with other available information, when considering such request.
We appreciate the support and consideration of all the parents in this matter.

Values for this Term
This term we will focus on the following values: Trustworthiness and Honesty.
Focus on Trustworthiness
Trustworthiness is the ability to be relied on as honest or truthful.
Allah (SWT) says in the Quran,
“Verily, God does command you to render back your Trusts to
whom they are due.’ (Quran 4:58)
Being trustworthy means others can trust you to do things with excellence. You accept accountability for your actions. A clear and easy
way to develop trustworthiness in your children is to give them age appropriate responsibilities or tasks that you keep
them accountable for. It might be a chore or two, or making their bed, picking up their toys, etc. By giving your children something that they can ‘own’ they will learn to follow through with their projects and carry out what is expected of them.
Trustworthiness further enhances the integrity and sound moral conduct that is inherent in the notion of honesty. Being trustworthy implies being honest, fair in dealings and punctual (in terms of both regularity and timeliness)
as well as honouring trusts and keeping promises and commitments. An important part of the noble Islamic character
is being trustworthy. Prophet Muhammad (SAW) was known, even before his Prophethood to be Al Amin (the trustworthy one).
A similar example about the Prophet Muhammad (SAW) after Prophethood is about how the disbelievers of Makkah,
even though they did not believe in his message would still leave their valuables by him for safekeeping because he was
trustworthy.
Talk with your child about their friends and trustworthiness. Use examples when you were a child, or things your
children have done that have shown examples of being trustworthy.
For young children, a great way to start out talking about trustworthiness is to read books or tell your children stories
about trustworthiness; such as The Boy Who Cried Wolf or read the book, The Berenstain Bears and the Truth by Stan
Berestain or Tommy the Trustworthy Turtle by the Oklahoma State Extension Character Critter Series.
Talk about the characters from these stories and books and explain to your children what trustworthy means; especially emphasize the following qualities that are displayed in a trustworthy person:
•
•
•
•
•

Being honest
Following rules
Always keeping a promise
Never being mean
Never taking things that don’t belong to us

Focus on Honesty
The Prophet Muhammad (Sallallahu alayhi wa Sallam) has said, “Be truthful, for truthfulness leads to piety
and piety leads to paradise”.
Honesty is a value and it can be taught to children. Teaching the value of honesty to children is part of the
development of moral and emotional strength. The quality of honesty helps to develop character and selfesteem. Prophet Muhammad (SAW) was known, even before his Prophethood to be As Saadiq (the honest
one). He upheld all promises made even to Non-Muslims with whom he had signed treaties.
Remember:

A good way to teach moral development to small children
is to use stories. You might look for books with stories
about honesty or make one up.
Avoid labelling. Don't call your child a liar. Instead, let
him know that you don't like lies, but you still love him/
her— no matter what he's done. Say gently but firmly,
"That doesn't sound like the truth to me. Sometimes we
all worry about telling the truth if we're afraid we've
done something wrong." This lets him/her know you
don't approve of his/her behaviour, but it also gives him/
her a chance to explain why he/she lied ("I was afraid
you'd be really mad at me if you knew I was the one who
broke the vase").
Using words that the child can understand, explain what honesty means in your family. Then continue to remind your child:
“We do not take what is not ours.”
“If we have done something dishonest, we own up to it.”
“This is the way we do things in our family.”
“We tell the truth even when it is hard to do.”
“I might not like what you have to tell me, and there might be a consequence, but I will respect you for telling the truth.”
We all need to live the school values in order to have a safe and happy school. Please discuss these values with your child.
It forms the basis of our beliefs and expectations of children’s behaviour

P – Year 6 Transition Day
After making the initial class list for next year, the group will attend the transition day on Friday, 13 November. After the transition day each cohort will meet to discuss the dynamics of the group so initial placement may change after
the transition day due to feedback received from the teacher.
th

World Teachers' Day
On October 21st, we will celebrate ‘World Teachers' Day.’ It is a great opportunity for parents and students to take
the time to thank their teachers for the many different things that they do for them on a continual basis.
Teachers, on a daily basis, not only teach the key
learning areas but are also committed to ensuring
that their students learn values, respect and many
lessons that are life-long. Our teachers here are continually striving to deliver, in the most up-to-date
and relevant way, knowledge that not only assists
students in their studies but also helps to develop
them as a complete human being. At ICB, we strive
to ensure that in our quest for knowledge, our students also develop the gift of wisdom that will continue to influence their life after their formal education is completed. Therefore, please take some time to thank your
child’s teachers for the many things they do to make your children not only good students but responsible citizens in
society today and in the future.

News from the Library
Firstly, I would like to thank our wonderful parents who came and borrowed piles of books so their children had
reading material during our school closure. We loaned over 4000 books during that time and most of them have now
been returned and still in good condition. It is very heartening to know that we all value the importance of reading.
On May 27, our school participated in the National Simultaneous Storytime. Many schools across Australia listened to the same story at exactly 11am on this day. This year the book was, “Whitney and Britney, Chicken Divas”
by Lucinda Gifford. I’m sure you have already heard about this event or saw the crowns your children brought home.
It was well received by our students and teachers and hopefully it will become a yearly event for our school.
As part of our celebrations for Book Week, we welcomed a number of very talented authors and illustrators to work
with our primary students. Each year these wonderful people tell me how much they enjoy spending the day with our
students and teachers.
Lynda Rifai
Library Co-ordinator

Giving and Volunteering
Well into Term 3, the sound of cans was present in Year 6A classroom. Covid-19 precautionary
measures considered, as one entered our classroom, you would see plenty of yummy, nutritious foodstuff, and tasty treats waiting to be delivered to the less fortunate. We were not only providing them
with snacks but with essential toiletries to help with their hygiene. Sorted into their appropriate categories and then packed by the students perfectly, exported to the teacher’s car ready for Sunday. The
days went by. Finally, it was time to unpack the goodies at Emma Miller Place, Roma Park. It was
dark and cold, but it felt warm with all the patient guests, with their big smiles waiting in a line, of
course 1.5 metres apart, to receive their gifts. The time went by, it got darker and darker. The boys
were working respectfully handing out the toiletries. Three girls handed out bottled water and then
moved on to handing out the canned food. The 5 kind volunteers were helping with everything else.
There was one guest who was so respectful to us. He even said he wanted to know more about Islam.
It brightened up the atmosphere. The time went by, we approached the end of this precious experience. Remember the saying, ‘Time flies over us, but leaves its shadow behind.’ We all would
treasure the memories we made that evening. After all the guests were served, the time came for us
to leave. At the end of the run, we were able to distribute everything donated from the caring, loving
Year 6As. Overall, it was a very heartwarming experience for all who attended but let’s not forget
the rest. They too were heroes. To just walk away seeing those bright smiles was priceless. We would
never trade it for anything else. That was the end of our journey to aid the homeless. Nonetheless, we
hope that In sha Allah this experience will make us lifelong givers and caring for the less fortunate in
our community.
Written by Alisha.B & Sofia.K 6A

Wellbeing and COVID 19
As we move through these uncertain times we must not forget the effect that the current pandemic may have on our
children. We are bombarded with new and stories everyday as this pandemic progresses and our children, who look
to us for examples of how to deal with situations, are effected by our reactions and stress levels more than we know.
Here are some useful tips for supporting your family’s wellbeing.
General tips to support your child’s wellbeing during this time
•

•

•
•

•

Remaining active is very important for mental health and wellbeing. Many school sporting competitions have
been postponed and substitute activities like going outside for walks or doing online exercise programs are great
options (yoga, Zumba).
Make sure you join in with the fun. It can be hard if you’re not feeling well yourself or if you’re having to make
lots of decisions about changing your routine, but remember your child is looking to you to know how to behave.
Show them there is still time for fun.
Encourage communication with friends using virtual formats when face-to-face isn’t an option.
Develop a plan with your child about their schooling over the coming weeks. This will need to be done in collaboration with their schools, but it will be reassuring for them to know that there is a plan, even if it needs to be
adapted at a later date.
Help your child to get enough sleep. You can do this by limiting the use of screens late in the evening and encourage your child to start a wind down routine about an hour before they head to bed. This helps them prepare their
body and mind for sleep.

(SOURCE: https://www.blackdoginstitute.org.au/news/coronavirus-reassuring-your-child-about-the-unknown/)
Kindness Rules!
The smallest act of kindness can make a huge difference
to the day of someone else. Our amazing Year 3 team,
lead by Mrs Mohita Sharma are undertaking a kindness
project. They are aiming to fill a whole wall with
recognition of acts of kindness. Any time a student sees
another student doing a kind act, no matter how small,
they are encouraged to fill out a sticky note recognising
that person. Kindness is contagious and Inshallah the
wall will be filled with sticky notes!
Keep it up Year 3! I hope to see the whole school embrace kindness.
Zeena Ackland
Wellbeing Co-ordinator

News from 1E
In term 3 we learnt some amazing things! We have investigated and explored time, patterns, money,
written our own stories, developed mathematical thinking and enjoyed daily 5 rotations. We learnt
about past and present and how somethings change while others remain the same over time. We created and drew Mosques as part of integrating Islamic knowledge into our classroom. We learnt many
everyday Surahs and Duas as
we practised every day to
ensure that they become part
of our daily routine.
Farida Hashim
Year 1E Teacher

Back to school from learning@home
I feel happy, excited and energized for Term 3. Going to normal school is so good. You can see your friends, play
with them and do the group activities with them. Learning face to face is exciting!
While we were doing learning at home, I learnt a lot of computing skills, had fun doing art and also helped cook
meals at home. The thing I didn’t like while home-schooling was that sometimes it took a long time for it to load.
When we came back to school I felt special because Mrs Sharma welcomed us with class decoration, chocolates and
Special Book marks- like a time capsule about Covid. I was excited and a bit confident but also sad leaving my parents
at home. We have jumped right into some fun learning activities and some serious activities. It feels good that Australia especially QLD is almost Covid-free. In my opinion coming to learn at school is the best experience!
Nauman Sahib, 3E

Dates to Remember:Term 4
October
6

Term 4 begins

13

Prep Information Afternoon (for 2021 enrolment)

28

P-Yr 3 Book Week Character Parade

November
13

Year 1-5 Transition Program

16-19

Prep Swimming Days

24

Prep Orientation Day

25

Year 1 End of Year Award Ceremony @ 8:30 am

26

Year 2 End of Year Award Ceremony @ 8:30 am

27

Year 3 End of Year Award Ceremony @ 8:30 am

30

Prep Graduation Day @ 8:30 am & Final Day: Prep

30

Year 4 End of Year Award Ceremony @ 10:30 am

December
1

Year 5 End of Year Award Ceremony @ 8:30 am

2

Year 6 Graduation Day & Final Day: Year 6

3

Final Day: Year 1-5 & End of Term 4

4

Student Free Day

Years 1 to 6 will resume in 2021 on Wednesday, 27th January.

Prep Staggered Start
Prep will begin next year as follows:
❖ Wednesday 27th of January - First day of School for Prep Girls
❖ Thursday 28th of January – First day of School for Prep Boys
❖ Friday 29th January – All Prep students will attend school.

As the school year draws to a close we would like to take this opportunity to thank all our parents and care-givers. We
would like to thank all of you who have helped your child with their learning, whether it be by helping your child with
their homework, assessment, spelling words and times tables or, simply, just asking your child how their day was at
school. Learning does not only happen at school. It also happens at home. We do understand that it can be a real
juggling act to find time to help your child with their learning but please believe us when we say that any extra
assistance really helps and means a lot to your child. Again, thank you for all that you do to assist your child each day
with their learning.
I would like to take this opportunity to express my thanks to our parent community for their support and co-operation.
As we finish 2020 and look forward to 2021, parents can be assured that amongst all the change there is a strong and continuing
commitment to improve our students’ learning outcomes in 2021 In shaa Allah!
Regards, wasalaam,
Mrs Ashraf

Maths Games & Maths Olympiad 2020
This year a number of Enrichment Students from Yr4 through to Yr8 participated in the Australasian Problem-Solving
Mathematical Olympiads. The programs are unique in that they focus on the students' ability to solve mathematical
problems in a creative manner - as opposed to simply reaching a solution using a prescribed method.
The Maths Olympiad and Maths Games are an ideal complement to the school curriculum. The main aims of the competitions are to:
 Introduce students to important mathematical concepts
 Teach major strategies and develop flexibility for problem solving
 Foster creativity and ingenuity and strengthen intuition
 Stimulate enthusiasm and enjoyment of mathematics
 Provide for the satisfaction, joy and thrill of meeting challenges
The following students, from Yr4, achieved very good results in the 2020 Maths Games:
Aiyash Almaji
15points
Muhammad Dawood 12points
Faiyaad Rana
12points
A special commendation also goes to Adil Celahmetovic and Hafsa Hasan for their hard work and
dedication.
Students from Yr5 & Yr6 achieved the following results out of 20
points in total:
Mohammed Baki
15points
Afiya Tarik
12points
Maryam Yusuf
11points
Sanaa Yusuf
11points
Students from Yr7 & Yr8 achieved the following
exceptional results:
Muhammad Dawood 18points
Yaqub Amir
16points
Adam Irfan
13points
Congratulations to all the students who competed,
especially those abovementioned students who achieved
such outstanding results.
I would like to also thank the following teachers for the support that they provided for the students throughout the entire competition:
Mrs Faiza Masood, Ms Huma Kanwal, Mrs Sharon Knauseder, Ms Christina Colanis, Ms Nazia Khan and Mrs Rabul
Khan. Without the support of these teachers Maths Olympiad could not happen in our school.
Mrs Louisa Maritz
Coordinator Diverse Learning

