15th July 2020

Primary Assistant Principal’s Communication
Dear Parents and Carers
As Salaamu Alaikum Wr.,Wb.,
Welcome to Term 3. I hope all of you have had a relaxing break and enjoyed some glorious
holiday weather. It is nice to see the students returning with big smiles and enthusiasm for the
term ahead. As always this term will be a busy one. There is already a lot scheduled. May
Allah (SWT) help us to achieve another successful term!
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Pupil Free Day
In Term 3, Friday 4th September is the Student Free Day. There will be NO school on
this day.

ICB Scholarship Program for Year 6 in 2021
Islamic College of Brisbane Primary School is currently offering scholarships for 2021
entry. Apply for a Primary ACER Scholarship Test if your child will be in Year 6 in 2021.
Primary school students at ICB in Year 5 this year can apply for Academic Scholarship
which commences in 2021. Applications are also open for prospective students enrolling
to start Year 6 in 2021 at Islamic College of Brisbane. Scholarships cover partial remission
of tuition fees, usually up to 50%. In some cases greater remission may be awarded to an
outstanding student at the School’s discretion.
SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION PROCEDURES
ICB Primary Scholarship is awarded on the basis of a test, interview and evidence of other
academic achievements. Scholarship applicants should be prepared to:
1. Sit the ACER (Australian Council for Educational Research) scholarship test to be held

on 3 of August 2020 at Islamic College of Brisbane.
2. Shortlisted students are to attend an interview.
3. Successful students will be informed by mail.
rd

Please be advised that the closing date for the applications is the 13th of July.
$95 Online registration and payment to be made directly to ACER through School link given below:
Primary Scholarship Test
http://scholarships.acer.edu.au/intro/1951
The application will remain open until midnight on Monday: 13 of July 2020.
th

No late registrations will be accepted
Students (Year 5) who have applied for the scholarship program will be sitting for the test
on Monday, 3rd August 2020. The tests will be held at the college in the Library at 8:40am.

Primary School Academic Reporting Semester 1 - 2020

Academic reporting involves communicating information to parents, carers and students about student achievement and progress for each learning area/subject undertaken, at a point in time. Reporting builds the schoolparent partnership to improve students learning. School report includes:


the learning expectations for the student;



the student’s achievement against expected standards;



how well the student is engaging with the expected learning; and



how the student may be able to improve.

Teachers use reporting to determine the next steps in their teaching and learning, and this academic reporting is
one of the sources to inform the processes for differentiating students learning.
The requirements for academic reporting have been revised to make decisions about the scope and timing of the
end of Semester 1, 2020.
Please note the following changes in regards to Semester 1 reports:


Primary School will be providing an “adjusted report”. In the sense “adjusted” means that the educational
program for Term 2 has been adjusted to meet the challenging conditions of the Semester.



Primary School will report only on the “core” (English, Mathematics, Science and HASS or Health) sub-

jects, with grades, and include comments for remaining subjects that were covered in Term 1.


Primary School will use both the evidence of achievement in Term 1, when students attended school face to
face, and the evidence from the online learning program in Term 2 to award levels of achievement for the
semester. These levels of achievement will be provided to parents as the academic report for Semester 1.



Report cards for Semester 1 will not include attendance.

 Report cards will be published in the parents lounge on the 1st of August, 2020.

Wisdom is not knowing what to do
now, but what to do next.

THANK-YOU TEACHERS!
Our teachers started Term 2 having spent most of the Term 1 holidays preparing for online learning. As students are gradually coming back for face-to-face teaching, teachers are faced with the challenge of reestablishing their classrooms, finding gaps in their students learning and trying their best to address these gaps.
We thank our teachers for their hard work in managing these challenges and offering exciting and stimulating
learning experiences that keep students engaged. As a school community, we wholeheartedly acknowledge the
effort of our teachers.

Prep Information Session for 2021 Enrolment
This is to remind parents that the next Prep Information session will be held on Wednesday, 19 th of August.
This free event is open to ICB’s families and the whole community with children starting Prep in 2021 and beyond.
The purpose of this session is to discuss school readiness and how you can help your child prepare for big
school!
Venue: Multi-purpose Hall
Time: 3:30 pm to 4:10 pm

Prep Readiness Assessment for 2021 enrolment
This year the Prep Readiness Assessment will be held twice – one block from 14th September to 18th September
and another block from 2nd November to 4th November.
Parents are to book in for the Prep Readiness Assessment. An orientation letter will be provided to parents after the Prep Readiness Assessment if they succeed.
The purpose of our Prep Readiness Assessment is to give parents and teachers advice on whether a child is ready
to start Prep and to assist in making informed decisions about how to proceed. We look at the following aspects
in our Readiness Assessment and on the Prep Orientation Day:
Physical readiness:
A child needs to be somewhat self-sufficient. We look at whether a child can go to the toilet alone and do things
like put a book in their bag and feed themselves.
Emotional readiness:
A child needs to be able to cope with separation and be able to relate to other children.
Social readiness:
A child needs to be able to socialise and play with their classmates. We look at whether a child can take turns,
share, compromise and work with others as part of a group.

Academic readiness: Although children do not need to be able to read and write in order to start Prep, We
look at whether a child has early skills in alphabetics and a general number sense. We also look at whether a
child can do things like hold a pencil and use scissors.
Concentration: A child needs to be able to focus on activities for extended period of time. We look at whether a child can sustain concentration on table activities and at mat time.
Language skills: A child needs to understand and be able to communicate with teachers and peers as well as
follow instructions and directions. We look at whether a child is able to follow three step instructions (e.g. ‘go
to the toilet, wash your hands and get your lunch’).

2020 International Competition and Assessments For Schools (ICAS)
This is to remind parents that if you would like your child to be involved in any or all of the assessments, please pay the entry fee through the parent portal by 22nd of July. Please note we are unable to
take any late payments.

Subject/Paper

ICAS Science
ICAS English
ICAS Digital Technologies
ICAS Spelling Bee
ICAS Mathematics

Assessment Sitting

Year Levels for

Entry Fee including

Date

competition

GST

Wednesday 19th August
2020
Monday 24th August
2020
Tuesday 25th August
2020
Monday 31st August
2020
Tuesday 1st September
2020

Year 2 – 6

$16

Year 2 – 6

$16

Year 3 – 6

$16

Year 2 – 6

$16

Year 2 – 6

$16

Parent /Teacher Interviews
Parent/Teacher interviews will be held in week 9 of Term 3. Notes will be sent home in week 6 regarding booking
timeslots (using the online booking system) with teachers. Parent /Teacher Interviews are a recognised way of
providing parents with information about their child’s performance at school. It also provides an opportunity for
parents and carers to give information back to the class teacher about their son or daughter. We encourage all parents to participate in these interviews.

Value for this term– Understanding
At ICB Primary School, we encourage children to become lifelong learners who are able to make choices about their
learning in a safe and secure environment. Our values reflect the way in which we expect everyone in our school community to behave.
Understanding is showing kindness and giving emotional support. Caring and treating people and
things respectfully.
“Those who give in times of both ease and hardship, those who control their rage and pardon other people, Allah loves the gooddoers.” - Al Quran (3:134)
“’Have mercy on those who are on Earth, so that the One in heaven will have mercy on you” - Hadith (Trimidhi)
Compassion cannot be learned by talking about it. Children must practice compassion in their daily lives. Difficult encounters with family members, classmates, and friends present opportunities for kids to put themselves in another’s shoes
– to practice empathy. They also learn compassion when they practice giving without the need to gain anything in return,
when they are with people or animals who are suffering, and when they experience the internal reward of feeling appreciated.
According to research by EQ expert, Daniel Goleman, emotional and social skills can be taught to help our children able
to understand and identify feelings in themselves and others, manage their moods, set goals and persevere, demonstrate
empathy, and navigate relationships.
Children are easily influenced by their surroundings. These days, it is extremely difficult to expose our chil-dren to an
ideal Islamic environment given the influences from media, friends and even other members of the family.
With television, radio, Internet and forms of media mostly touting un-Islamic values, it is up to the parents and adults
close to the children to set the correct example.
It is impossible to shield our children from all the negative forces that can shape their minds and, ultimately, their behaviour.
However, by our own example and showing them better options, we can set them on the true path, which is to obey the
commandments of Allah (SWT) and our Holy Prophet Muhammad (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him).
We all need to practice the school values in order to have a safe and happy school. Please discuss these values with your child. It forms the
basis of our beliefs and expectations of children’s behaviour at our college.

Core Value Action

Dear Students,
When you see someone is upset, take the time to ask him
or her how he or she is feeling. Let them know you can
listen and support them. You may also be able to offer
some friendly advice.

News from Year 1
Year 1s’ Mini Garden - Maintaining, Caring and Observing our Plants
In Term 2, Year 1s' moved a little deeper into learning about plants. On the 13th of May, students started
growing their ‘Veggie Garden’. From this experience, they have understood that different plants have different
needs that must be met for their survival. It has also been a wonderful way to get students outside the classroom
for some fresh air and physical activity.
First, Year 1s' planned how they are going to put their lettuce, tomato, peas and beans seedlings in their Garden
Beds. Then, they made hand-drawn garden markers for each seedlings.
Everyday students are watering and caring for their plants and observing the growth of the plant. They are enjoying seeing the progress of their garden everyday – and have the satisfaction that they are contributing to this
growth. Year 1s' are also excited to try the vegetables they have grown when they are ready!

Sadia Khan
Year 1 Coordinator

News from Year 5
Year 5s found immense joy in creating thrilling stories with high tension and twists in English. As historians, they
empathised with free settlers and convicts of Queensland. The students thoroughly enjoyed making periscopes as
scientists to learn about light. Their artistic flair was a delight to see when they brought Aboriginal Dreamtime stories alive as shadow puppeteers in Art. All Year 5 students should be highly praised for their remarkable patience
and perseverance for online learning during the pandemic.
Well Done Year 5s! You have made us very proud and will be remembered as being simply the best!
Shakira Mohammed
Year 5 Coordinator

Teaching & Learning
Cook fest

Cooking up descriptions, measures and estimates

It's never too early to interest your child in cooking, and there are lots of ways to blend some literacy and numeracy skills into
the recipe. Here are a few to whet your appetite:



read children’s books about food and cooking, such as Pancakes, pancakes by Eric Carle, and Pizza at Sally's by Monica Wellington



look through recipe books together, and talk about them – What’s this recipe for? What ingredients do you think it has?
Can you find a recipe for pasta?



involve your child in preparing food, and talk about the ingredients, equipment, and steps



take photographs of your child cooking so your child can send it to a family member with a description



ask your child to help measure ingredients – count the number of spoons, read the weight on the scales



cut pizza or pancakes into halves and quarters, or work out how to share out equal portions



roll out a scone mix, show your child the size and shape of your scone cutter and ask them to estimate how many scones
you'll be able to cut out.

Visit by Registered Nurse for Free Prep Vision Screening
Good vision is important for a child’s educational, physical and social development. Vision screening
checks for common eye conditions that may impact your child’s ability to see and therefore impact
their learning and development.
A Registered Nurse will be visiting the school on/between 06/07th & 13th August 2020 to conduct
vision screening for children in their prep year. If you wish to have your prep child participate in this
free vision screening program and have not returned a consent from please, speak to your child’s
class teacher. Parents do not need to be present for screening, however if you would like to be,
please contact the school to arrange this.
If your child’s vision is screened, you will be advised of the results in writing. If a vision concern is
found, you will receive a phone call from the nurse to discuss referral to an eye health professional
for further assessment. If a vision concern is identified and your child requires glasses, eligible health
care card holders may be assisted with free basic glasses through the Spectacle Supply Scheme.
Participation in vision screening is not compulsory. If you do not wish for your child to participate in
screening, please complete the consent form and indicate that you wish to decline screening.
If you have any questions, please contact the Primary School Nurse Health Readiness Program on
1800 687 372.

Your body is made up mostly of water. Be sure to
drink lots of it, soft drinks don’t count. Try to drink
5 glasses of water a day. You’ll feel better for it.

Dates to Remember:Term 3
July
13

Term 3 begins

30

Australian Mathematics Competition (Yrs 3-6)

31

Eid-ul-Adha Holiday

August
3

Scholarship Test for Year 5

5

Primary Assembly

14

EKKA Holiday

19

Prep Information Afternoon for 2021 Enrolment

19

ICAS Science (Yrs 2-6)

24

ICAS English (Yrs 2-6)

25

ICAS Digital Technologies (Yrs 3-6)

26

Primary Assembly

31

ICAS Spelling (Yrs 2-6)

September
1

ICAS Mathematics (Yrs 2-6)

4

Student Free Day

7-11

Parent /Teacher Interviews (P-Yrs 6)

14-18 Prep Readiness Assessment for 2021 Enrolment
15

Yrs 1-3 Quran Competition

16

Yrs 4-6 Quran Competition

18

Last day of Term 3

We look forward to a positive and enriching term for all In shaa Allah!
Regards, wasalaam,
Mrs Ashraf

